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IR-17-18-25 
INDIVIDUAL SENATOR 
RECOMMENDATION 
Recommends that the Senate adopt a 14/14 calendar structure for fall and spring semesters. 
Specifically, a 14/14 calendar would mean that there are 14 instructional weeks plus 1 exam 
week in both the spring and fall semesters. 
RATIONALE: The calendar approved by the Faculty Senate on November 16, 2017 (SR-17-
18-05) for academic years 2018-19 and 2019-20 contains 15 instructional weeks plus one exam 
week for each academic year. However, 15/15 week calendar configuration for academic years 
2019-2020, 2020~2021 and 2021-2022 does not allow enough time on the calendar to maintain 
the summer sessions and also allow sufficient time at the close of the fall semester for processing 
Student.Academic Probation (SAP) appeals. Depending on the days ofthe_week that the winter 
holidays fall on, in some years there are not enough weeks in the year to accommodate a 15/15 
fall/spring semester schedule together with a 14 week summer session and a week of welcome 
before the start of the fall semester. 
Historical Precedent: The Faculty Senate has met similar question about the length of the fall 
and spring semesters relatively recently. In the 2015·_ 16 FS session, the _BAPC forwarded two 
possible calendars that were debated in the October 2015 Faculty Senate meeting: 
. . 
• SR-15-16-13, which presented a 14/14 calendar. This was approved by the Senate 
at the October meeting, signed as approved by Senate Chair Stickler on 10/26/15, 
· but disapproved by President White on 11/10/15. 
• SR-15-16-14, which presented a 15/15 calendar. This was disapproved by the 
Senate at the October meeting, signed by Senate Chair Stickler on 10/26/15, and 
disapproved by President White on 11/10/15. 
As such, the Faculty Senate ultimately approved a 14/14 calendar, concurring with the BAPC in 
expressing a preference for even semester lengths. Their decision was overturned by then-
interim-President Gary White, which prompted the Senate to pass a 15/15 calendar even though 
the Senate and the President had previously disapproved exactly that. The 15/15 calendar was 
ultimately approved, SR-15-16-20, and signed by Senate Chair Stickler on 12/11/15 and 
President White on 12/18/15. 
However, the decision to move to a 15/15 calendar in that year did not anticipate the problems 
posed when the Christmas and New Year's holidays fall on days of the week that do not allow 
sufficient time required to process SAPs. As written, there are not enough weeks in the year to 
accommodate 15/15 semesters with a 14-week summer session and a Week of Welcome during 
some academic years. Thus, this recommendation reverts to a decision made by a majority of 
faculty senators several years ago and addresses these problems. 
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